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    The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all 
bromeliad societies to reprint articles in their journals provided proper 

acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink, and no contrary 
direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other 

person or organisation without prior permission of the author. 
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and 

may not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad 
Society Inc. or of the Editor. Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the 

information in their articles. 

 
Society Aims “To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote 

the culture and development of succulents and bromeliads.” 
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A big HELLO to our new members 

Nancy Betts, Joy Pratt, Raymond 

Scicluna, Annette Short, Guy Barnes, 

Noel Mel & Evan Ryan, Susan Pedler, 

Goff & Sue Loughran, Mae Johnston, 

Jo-Anne Gonsalves, Neil Bain, Marie 

Dalitz, Barry & Sue Hagedorn, John & 

Coni Smits.  GCSBS would like to 

welcome you to the society and we 

look forward to getting to know you all. 



  

3 

    

 

 
 
 

 

www.gcsbs.org.au       

https://www.facebook.com/groups/GCSBS/   
 
 

Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. (GCSBS)                                    
PO Box 452, Helensvale Plaza, QLD 4212 
 
 
 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

President John Hodgkinson 
gcsbs.president@gmail.com 
Ph: 0418 623 202 

Vice President Rosie Kelly gcsbs.vp@gmail.com 

Secretary, Treasurer & 
Membership Enquiries 

Shane Weston 
gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com 
Ph: 0408 247 208 

Other Members 
Suz Baker, Diane Monk, Wendy Perske, 
Graeme Synold, Peter Wright & Noreen Wright 

SUPPORT TEAM  

Bromlink Editors 
Rosie Kelly & 
Glenn Wilkinson 

gcsbs.editor@gmail.com 

Onsite Meet & Greet Jim Dale, Kathleen Henderson & Diane Monk 

Competition Convenor Noreen Wright 

Onsite Sales Support Rob Kelly & Graeme Synold 

Offsite Sales Coordinators 
Wendy Perske, Peter & Noreen Wright, Dave Boudier & Keryn 
Simpson 

Kitchen Coordinator Suz Baker 

Librarian Tania Barter 

Raffle Sales Julie Burnett 

Plant Stewards Graeme Synold & Peter Wright 

Patron Bobby Powell 

Life Members 
Narelle Aizlewood, Wendy Hansen,  
Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan 

 
 

 Send your photographs for consideration for publication or even as the front cover 
feature! Articles for consideration for publication are also VERY welcome….email the 

Editor. 
 

Current Volunteers 

file:///C:/Users/Shane/GCSBS%20General%20Google%20Drive/Shanez%20Stuff/President%20-%20SW/March%20&%20April%20Bromlink%20-%20My%20Contributions/www.gcsbs.org.au
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PRESIDENTS PAGE…. 

                                                                                          
 
 
 

What a year 2021 is! Better than 2020 for many people, and not as good for others. 
Through all the trials and tribulations since March 2020, our GCSBS has survived and 
continued to provide services to you, our members, including: 

 news and information through Bromlink, website and Facebook; 

 monthly meetings restarting in February this year with presenters, the monthly 
competition, and opportunities to add to your bromeliad and succulent 
collections; 

 a bus trip to the Nambour Garden Expo;  

 sales at shopping centres and at monthly meetings; and  

 time and space for catching up with friends. 
 
I hope that you have enjoyed your membership this year and that you continue to do 
so, no matter what circumstances we find ourselves in during the next period of time. 
I do not believe that we will return to the pre-COVID-19 “normal” in the foreseeable 
future, so the GCSBS as an association, and we as individuals, will have to adapt to 
the changing world in which we live. 
This is my last article as President of the GCSBS, having served my three-year term as 
allowed under the Constitution. I have enjoyed the role, especially meeting all of you 
at the monthly meetings and other events. The great strength of the GCSBS lies in the 
members, especially in the many people who help to provide you with the services 
and activities that are available for you.  
I know that I take a great risk of leaving out people if I mention individuals, but I must 
mention one. 
Shane Weston has been a major contributor to our society in many roles, both 
elected and assumed. In the past three years, he has been Treasurer, Secretary 
(Minutes and Correspondence), Event Coordinator, Presenter Arranger, Membership 
Officer, Website Manager, Facebook Administrator, plus anything else that needs to 
be done and that no one else wants to do. I owe him a great debt of gratitude; I could 
not have been President without his help and support. 
The members of the Committee who help with the many things that need to be done 
to conduct the monthly meetings and shopping centre sales and various events. The 
current committee are listed in Bromlink. Thank you for your work. 
The many volunteers who work around the room at the monthly meetings and at the 
other events. Thank you for taking on those roles. 
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I do not have any suggestions for the future of the GCSBS; that is up to the new 
President and Committee and all of you.  I hope that it continues to help people grow 
better bromeliads and succulents on the Gold Coast and the surrounding regions for 
many years. That is dependent on the active support of all of us, the members. I 
know from my experience of the past three years that many members will help with 
tasks if they are asked, but it would be great if people would volunteer to take on a 
task or role, as the organisers do not always know who has the skills to do it; very few 
people fill in the section of the membership application/renewal form that asks about 
your skills/knowledge! 
Thank you for your support and friendship during the past three years. I wish the new 
office bearers every success. I look forward to being able to enjoy the gatherings from 
a different perspective in the future. 
 
John Hodgkinson 

 
GCSBS 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 

 
Notice is hereby given to all members of Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc., that the 
2021 Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held at 1230pm on Saturday, September 25th, 2021. 
This AGM will be held at the Helensvale Community Centre (South Hall), Discovery Drive, 
Helensvale QLD. 
All Management Committee positions will be declared vacant at this AGM and therefore 
nominations are called from any financial member (as on 25th Sep) to stand for election to these 
positions. 
 

Nominations are welcome for: 
- President 

- Vice-President 
- Secretary 
- Treasurer 

- Six General Committee Members 
 
Nominations must be detailed on a nomination form available from the Secretary, Shane Weston at 
gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com. Nominations can be lodged now and must be with the Secretary no 
later than September 11th. Completed nomination forms can be sent by post, email, fax or by hand. 
Further information will be advised to all members closer to the date. At this stage we would 
welcome all members to strongly consider becoming further involved in the operation of their 
Society. 
If you have any questions on the available positions and their associated duties, please contact John 
Hodgkinson (0418 623 202) or Shane Weston (0408 247 208). 

 
 
 
 

mailto:gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com
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2022 membership Badge Photo Competition 

With membership renewals & new applications now open for 2022, it is time for a 
new badge photo. 2022 is the year of the Bromeliad and members are encouraged to 

enter their Bromeliad pictures for a chance of being featured on our next badge. 
Entries are best if of a single specimen plant but all entries will be considered. 

Please lodge your pictures to Shane Weston via email – 
GCSBS.Memberships@gmail.com or by txt msg 0408247208 

Entries close Nov 1st 2021. 
 

Sept 2021  

7th GCSBS Committee meeting, Helensvale Community Centre, north 
meeting room, 10am. 
 

9th – 10th  GCSBS display & sales event at the Southport Park Shopping Centre 
9am open 

12th  Bromeliad Back to Basics with Greg and Narelle Aizelwood . For 
details contact Narelle on 0419 193 628 

25th  GCSBS General meeting, including 2021 AGM - Helensvale 
Community centre. 12noon. Guest speaker is Peter Perikow on 
“What is a succulent”. Plant of the month is Aechmea, Orthophytum 
and any succulent. 
 

30th  GCSBS display & sales event at Helensvale Plaza Shopping Centre 
9am open 

Oct 2021  
7th GCSBS Committee meeting, Helensvale Community Centre, north 

meeting room, 10am.               
 

23rd GCSBS General meeting, Helensvale Community centre, 12noon. 
Guest speaker is Nigel Thomson presenting “Kiwi Neo’s in Oz”. 
Plant of the month is Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any 
Succulent. 

mailto:GCSBS.Memberships@gmail.com
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Thank you 

Captain 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 25th 2021 will mark the end of an era for the GCSBS. 

This is when our President, John Hodgkinson, stands down from the leading role 
within our Society. A role he has volunteered in for 3 years. 

I am sure all members will support & join me in recognising the invaluable 
contributions John has made to our success. John has been the consistent & stable 

influence of reason and proper procedure behind all operational areas. His 
knowledge & application of our Constitution has been exemplary in guiding 

Committee decisions. John was also a significant influence of the 2019 Golden 
Broms Australasian Conference the GCSBS hosted. The success of Golden Broms 

positioned us very securely financially to withstand the effects of COVID. The 
monthly meetings chaired by John have been just great, always with an atmosphere 

of relaxed friendliness and an open attitude that made us all feel valued and 
included as members of this great society 

This ship has been captained perfectly for these last few years to ensure we follow 
a stable course - even as the waters appear unchartered at this time. 

You'll be hard to replace… 
 

Thank you John 
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Dr Dale Dixon 

Plant Taxonomist, Botanist and Horticulturist. 
 

Taxonomy is the science of naming, describing 
and classifying living organisms. You could think 
of it like grouping similar organisms, based on 
their shared evolutionary history, into smaller 

and smaller closely related groups. Modern classifications are now mostly based on 
the comparison of DNA. Many collectors will be very aware of the recent 
reclassifications within the Bromeliaceae as it caused us to relabel many plants in our 
collections. These reclassifications were based on DNA comparisons. 
Sometimes however, collectors, and for that matter some taxonomists, like to identify 
some groups based on what we perceive as similar characters even though these 
groups are not formally recognised in a taxonomic sense. This is done for many 
reasons, one of which is a method to help us easily identify groups of species with 
similar characters. The Little Red Brazilians are one such group. And the Little Red 
Brazilians are one of my favourite groups in Tillandsia. Yes we are talking about 
Tillandsias. 
 
What are the Little Red Brazilians? 
This informal group of 15 Tillandsia species contains some of the smallest growing in 
the genus apart from those tiny plants in the Tillandsia subg. Diaphoranthema of 
course. Generally they are small plants and have a similar habit with a rosette of 
globose to subglose spreading leaves (T. brachyphylla, T. grazeliae, T. heubergeri, T. 
kautskyi, T. organensis, T. reclinata, T. roseiflora, T. sprengeliana and T. thiekenii) or in 
some species spreading and/or strongly secund leaves (T. chapeuensis, T. gardneri, T. 
geminiflora, T. globosa and T. sucrei). One species, T. paraensis, is pseudobulbous and 
it is also the only Little Red Brazilian not in the Tillandsia subg. Anoplophytum. All the 
species are considered to have flowers in various shades of pink or red. And all species 
occur only in Brazil or have part of their natural distribution in Brazil. Hence them being 
affectionately known as ‘Little Red Brazilians’. 
 
Probably the cheapest and easiest species of the Little Red Brazilians to acquire and 
grow is T. gardneri var. gardneri and if you are considering broadening your collection 
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to include one of these gems, I’d start with this species first. Some collectors in 
southeast Queensland grow this species attached to shrubs and trees in their garden. 
It readily sets seeds and in some cases self-sows on surrounding trees. Tillandsia 
gardneri var. rupicola is harder to come by and as such is more expensive. It will take 
full sun conditions and I grow mine on an external west facing wall of the shade house. 
 
Tillandsia kautskyi and T. sprengeliana (pictured) are becoming more common and the 
two species require similar conditions. I’ve found that they like it a little cooler and 
humid and in my shade house I grow them on a northeast facing wall at mid height. 
This ensures that they get dappled morning sun and are shielded from the harsh 
afternoon sun. At mid height on the wall they are in amongst other species ensuring a 
suitable microclimate. 
Of the species I have in my collection, I find T. roseiflora the most difficult. It maybe 

that it requires slightly 
cooler conditions than what 
I can offer in my shade 
house or I’ve just not found 
the ideal spot for it. I do 
know of other collectors 
successfully growing it in 
Southeast Queensland.  
 
Apart from the cultural 
requirements of sunlight 
and position described 
above, my plants are 
regularly watered and 
fertilised. In winter and 
depending on prevailing 
conditions, they are 
watered once per week and 
fertilised once per month. I 
increase the frequency of 
watering and fertilising 
during spring and summer 
such that watering occurs 2-
3 times per week and 
fertilising once per week. 
These are delightful species 
to have in your collection. 
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Jack, was born in the Netherlands and 

immigrated as a 12 year old to Australia. He has 

lived in the Port Macquarie area of NSW since 

1961. Shortly after arriving in Port Macquarie 

Jack met Tamera Ison and her family, and this 

has developed into a lifelong friendship and 

business relationship. Jack comes from a family 

that had interests in agriculture and horticulture, 

and his uncle in the Netherlands, Ton Koning, 

grew approximately 400,000 Cryptanthus a year 

for the European markets. 

Jack said -  

About fifty years ago I was introduced to 

Bromeliads by Mr. Bill Morris. Bill had bought his plants up from Sydney and needed 

a shade house built to house his collection. I was captivated by them, but one plant 

stood out amongst the collection, V fosteriana ‘Red Chestnut’ (true form). I was 

stunned when Bill then gave me this plant and so began the start of my collection. At 

that time Vriesea species were hard to come by and there were no hybrids available.  

A little later I was gifted a V.gigantea and was fortunate it flowered at the same time 

as V fosteriana. I wondered what they would produce if I crossed them, and the rest 

is history. Although I had already done a lot of hybridizing with various plants 

including Orchids, Gloxinias and Hippeastrums, I didn’t know anything about growing 

Vriesea seed. They were like little parasols that I figured would float in the breeze 

and cling to anything, it was to be a voyage of discovery. Bill did say they would be 

slow to grow, and they surely were. 

I had imported a V fosteriana ‘Bianca’ and V fosteriana ‘Vista’ and from these I 

produced one of my first really nice hybrids, V fosteriana ‘White Bands’ sown in 1979 
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and finally registered in 2009. It was then that I realized I was totally hooked on 

Vriesea breeding. 

Along the way I met York Meredith from Dos Pueblos nursery who was starting to 

import Bromeliads from Gulz nursery in Germany, including Vriesea platynema 

variegata and Vriesea fenestralis No. 14. I’ve found that the No.14 is the best clone to 

use in hybridising as it produces the most interesting break up, in patterning in its 

hybrids.  

Breeding wide leaved Vrieseas was a goal and eventually became a trademark of 

mine. I really like the more compact, broad leaved types, however, some traits from 

certain species are very difficult to override, eg. Vriesea fosteriana will make leaves 

narrower. 

I liked the pink colourings that David Shiigi was creating in Hawaii and wondered 

where the colour had come from, and so as an experiment in 2004, I did a cross using 

V ‘Angela’  and V fosteriana, giving rise to our first pinks and other high colours, (the 

Jack’s Angel grex). 

Meanwhile the New Zealand guys 

had been busy and had a real 

breakthrough with the V Tasman 

‘Candyman’, and that further 

spurred me on, as I couldn’t have 

the New Zealanders outdoing us. 

The next few years saw many 

good pinks appearing, and my 

love of Vrieseas further 

intensified. I’ve found that pinks 

with very broad leaves were 

difficult to produce, particularly 

the ones with no glyphs on the 

leaves. Another interesting find 

was it seems the introduction of 

a colour has a slightly detrimental 

effect on the shape and makes 

some plants difficult to grow. 

                                                                                                       

Vriesea Pink Pearls unregistered 
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From the beginning I’ve always kept good records of the plants used in my 

hybridising. This is important for keeping track of what plant does what, and noting 

what traits are carried, both good and bad. Failure often tells you more than success. 

The bulk of my hybrids are closely related to each other, and this has led to both 

good and bad outcomes. On the plus side it has maintained good broad leaves, on 

the negative side inbreeding often results in short spikes, and flowers that don’t fully 

open, as in the ‘Dreamtime‘ grex, a trait passed down from the early ‘Milky Way’ 

hybrids. 

Vriesea Rainbow Beach 
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My breakthrough plants 

have been ‘Milky Way’ 

(1987) ‘Rainbow Beach’ 

(1995) and ‘White Bands’ 

(1979). These three plant 

have been the main 

workhorses in my breeding 

program. 

 

My early days of hybridizing 
with Vrieseas were full of 
challenges, mainly because 
of difficulty in finding both 
species and hybrids to work 
with, I had to start from 
scratch, but, it has been very                                                     
exciting and I have loved every  
moment of it. I will always remember the advice I was given, that you only need that  
one good seedling, and how right that has proved to be. It also helps to be very patient. 
Perseverance is a must, and curiosity and observance are important assets in hybridizing. 
 

  

 
 
 Vriesea Milky Way 

Vriesea White Bands 



  

14 

    

A Moment with … 

Jen Burrows 

 
 
1. How did you get started growing?        

My family gave me an Aechmea fasciata 

almost 20 years ago and it was all downhill 

from there. I scavenged for pups from 

friends and relatives but there weren’t 

many unusual ones readily available then. 

Gradually I started to buy books at garage 

sales and then sell them on Ebay so that I 

could use the money to buy bromeliads on 

Ebay. I once sold a 50 cent Footrot Flats 

comic for $150…that bought a lot of broms. 

It was great to learn so much and meet 

lovely brom people when I joined the Gold 

Coast club about 8 years ago. 

2. How do you grow or display your plants?                                                                  

Most of my bromeliads are grown in an open shade house so that I can look at them 

while I’m supposed to be cooking meals but there are also a lot scattered throughout 

the garden. I like to mix things up with Cordylines, Ferns, Anthuriams, Impatiens and 

Bromeliads all thrown in together. 

 



  

15 

    

3. Favourite plant? That varies daily, well hourly really. One that I would always have 

in my collection is Neo Zodiac (front cover) because it has a lovely colour and shape 

and is easy to grow. 

 

4. What do you wish you knew when you first started growing? How addictive they 

are and growing from seed is even worse. 

5. Best piece of advice you have been given either in life, or to do with your plants. I 

was given a very sensible piece of advice by a lovely brom friend, the late Nev Wood. 

He said that you should look at your collection and realise that every year it is going 

to almost double in size without                                                                    

buying any more. Of course I ignored that and 

now I have to work very hard to keep them 

under control. If I could give some advice it 

would be to grow only the plants that give you 

pleasure and do well in your conditions. Grow 

for quality not quantity and throw out the duds.  

6. Surprise fact about you.  I used to be pretty 

active in the dim, dark ages and rode horses 

and motorbikes, water-skied and even went up 

tandem in a hang glider. 

 
 

Neoregelia Tartan Princess 
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There has been many a great pairs in the 
world - Tom & Jerry, Fred & Ginger, 

Abbott & Costello, Len & Olive, the list is 
endless, but if there is 1 dynamic duo 

that looks to take the crown, it would be 
a couple of Bromilliant botanical 

Successes  that is the very heartbeat of 
our Society. Let us cheer for 

Bromeliads & Succulents.
And to show you how perfect 

Bromeliads and Succulents are together 
we must follow the rainbow down to 

Glenning Valley NSW where we will find 
a magical mystery tour of plants.  

Please welcome Ray Henderson and 
Paradox Horticulture. 

 
Ray has been featured on TV and in several magazines including Gardening 
Australia and Better Homes & Gardens and now it’s time he join us here at 
Bromlink to share some stories of his adventures with these 2 garden greats. 
Where did you get your love of plants from? 
After leaving school in 1979 I studied horticulture for 2 years and then worked in a 
nursery in Warriewood growing indoor plants. Over the years I worked in several 
wholesale and retail outlets around the Sydney region and began growing plants to 
sell around 20 years ago on a small scale. It became clear that growing plants was the 
best future for myself and shortly after getting married to Arlene, we bought a vacant 
2.5 acre lot at Glenning Valley on the central coast. My love of bromeliads started 
many years ago when I was given a large pot of Aechmea recurvata recurvata. The 
plants were green and not inspiring and I didn't know what they were at the time. 
They looked like they belonged in the sun and that's where I put them and was 
rewarded in Spring when a wild display of orange and red emerged. Years later I 
bought my first Alcantareas and Aechmea blanchetianas at the Kariong plant fair and 
that's when the garden and my brom interest really took off. 
 



  

19 

    

Your own Gardens – Tell us the direction you intended to take your gardens as you 
started to build them and whether they have gone to plan or if you have seen 
somethings work better than others and changed your direction.  
Having a house built and trying to establish a garden and nursery in the middle of the 
global financial crisis on a shoestring budget was a decent challenge but it was 
worthwhile. Finding a suitable acreage which catered for all our desires was very 
challenging as we wanted a beautiful location , with plenty of sun , good soil and 
privacy which wasn't too steep. We also wanted a site free from frost which is what 
we thought we had after asking the neighbours but this proved to be a touch 
unreliable. 
The basic aim was to create a garden and small wholesale nursery at the same time 
and use the garden to experiment with the broms and succulents to test how they 
would perform and see how well they combined in the landscape. The main purpose 
of the garden was to provide cuttings and pups for propagation. 
The style of the garden evolved from my desire to use Dragon trees as a base and 
combine them with broms and a few succulents. My interest in the potential of 
succulents grew when my wife bought a mixed pack of succulents from Ebay and 
seeing the colours emerge in Crassula Hummels Sunset. I didn’t know how well this 
Crassula would perform in our heavy, rich soil so I gave it a try out. Performance was 
perfect and from that point on I added and experimented with many more succulents 
and broms and the Paradox style took shape. I use the name Paradox because the 
growing of succulents and bromeliads in the full sun at the floor of a valley with rich 
soil, on the surface appeared to be illogical. 
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With Broms my initial aim was to grow a full range of sun tolerant broms for selling to 
retailers, landscapers and the public on open days but over time I've culled the 
spikiest ones from the offering despite them selling very well because I wasn't 
enjoying dealing with them. Quesnelia arvensis is one example and a pity in a way 
because over a period of a decade or so the plants had become a lot more compact 
and sun tolerant and popular but the spike at the end of the leaf is too hard to avoid. 
In saying that the best way to counter these spikes is to remove them. As I've become 
aware of other and newer sun tolerant broms I've changed to aiming to grow and sell 
the most desirable and best performers rather than a full range. 
I'm also modifying my use of some broms in the garden. Over time I've noticed that 
some broms including some Billbergias and Neos struggle in the landscape because 
they get too much moisture while some thrive. The answer here is to grow then close 
to the larger Dragon trees or tree Aloes where the roots create much drier conditions. 
The other newer strategy here is growing broms as epiphytes which I previously 
wasn't keen on but now really enjoy. 
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Succulents and Bromeliads in the garden – In Building and maintaining your 
gardens, what attention did/do you give to soils, fertilizers, locations of plants, pest 
management to see the beautiful growth you achieve? 
The main attention the garden receives is trimming of old leaves once or twice a year 
, mulching with tree lopper mulch , some slow release food with hi K if needed and 
thinning , culling and rearranging when areas are past their best. Pests and disease 
are very minor issues largely due to the ecosystem which has developed with lots of 
skinks, birds and predatory insects keeping the balance. Sometimes Mealy bug rears 
its head on the Dragon trees and one or two other things but some Confidor tablets 
solve the problem. Scale can occur when the broms get packed in but are controlled 
naturally when the clump is thinned. 

Do you think Succulents 
and Bromeliads belong 
together as perfect 
companion plants and 
what are some plants 
that work really well for 
you? 
To me broms and 
succulents work very well 
together and there are 
lots of them which thrive 
in our sunny position in 
the rich soil. It's possibly 
the opposite to what 
many would imagine but 
the evidence is pretty 
clear. The succulents 
which look great and 
perform well here include 
Firesticks and many other 
Euphorbias , Tree Aloes 

and plants from the Aloe Aloe range , many Crassulas including Gollum , undulatifolia 
, and Hummels Sunset , Blue Chalk Sticks , Silver Spoons , many Aeoniums and Dragon 
Trees. As for broms , the best are the Alcantareas but not far behind are many others 
including Aechmea blanchetiana , Little Harv , nudicaulis (in dryer spots) , Quesnelia 
marmorata and Neo Monstrous are winners in the full sun with good drainage , Neo 
Sheba and Martin are unreal and most Porteas are great. Aechmea recurvata types 
are great but don't enjoy the wet soil. 
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For anyone wanting to plant out a specific Succulent and Bromeliad garden, what 3 
tips would you give that person?  
My three tips are,  
 
1. Thinks carefully about placement of bigger plants like Dragon trees but with the 
other plants just use the ones you like and arrange them as you like because they can 
all be moved around as you change your mind. 
 
2. Despite the fact that succulents and broms survive in nature with minimal 
nutrients, I recommend feeding the garden with slow release food if needed to get a 
more appealing and faster growing garden. Duplicating nature is fine as long as you 
are aware of the results of plants potentially surviving rather than thriving. Mulch 
from tree loppers also adds greatly keeping in mind any potential issues such as 
termites or fire ants, No problems here. 
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3. Counteract the hottest days of the year which will burn the broms by spraying the 
hose on the garden or using a sprinkler. Leaf burn will occur in this type of garden 
with broms now and again and best to view local gardens to assess what types of 
broms do well in your region and what type of damage to expect. Personally I'm 
happy to accept times when the garden gets scorched because I know it will recover 
perfectly but that's not for everyone. 
                    

 
 

Paradox horticulture has open days 2 to 3 times a year for plant sales and garden 
viewing and advertise these days on Facebook under Paradox Horticulture or Ray 
Henderson. Visits can be arranged by appointment via Facebook or by phoning 02 

43889865. Paradox Horticulture is around 1 hour north of Sydney in Glenning 
Valley. 
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We all start with Bromeliads somewhere and we all have a story, but none were 
more interesting than the Marcus Formoso story. I had heard a little of his story 
before, but was intrigued to hear more and asked Marcus if he would share it. 
Marcus is also our very first and solo overseas member, and while he can’t attend 
meetings, he has happily shared his story. 
 

I was born in a small town in San Ildefonso 

under the province of ILOCOS SUR in the 

Northern part of Luzon, Philippines. I 

completed my studies at the University of 

Northern Philippines.  After college, I was 

immediately employed by one of the 

largest banks in the Philippines and been a 

banker for more than 29 years now. 

  As a banker, my life revolved around the 

financial scene which I would admit is very 

stressful and taxing. This was the reason 

why I looked for a hobby that would 

destress me and provide a getaway from it 

all during weekends and holidays. 

Gardening and collecting ornamental 

plants beckoned me and that’s how it all started.  

Even as a small child, I was surrounded by lush plants as both my mother and aunt 

loved collecting and taking care of plants. My mother Teresita was into flowering 

plants like Roses, Bougainvillas, Hibiscus, while my aunt collected other plants like 

Caladiums, Aglaonemas, Dieffenbachias, Crotons, Aspleniums and Bromeliads. The 

basics of gardening was taught to me by my Aunt Estela and as an inquisitive child I 

would frequently meddle with her gardening around the house.   

It was in early ‘90s that a friend who become my early mentor, Francisco Flores 

(owner of Hidden Garden and Renowned Landscape Artist) introduced to me 

Bromeliads by gifting me with my first Wallisia Cyanea that I loved. He invited me to 
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his garden where I got my first glimpse 

of the most colorful array of Bromeliads 

I had ever seen and I fell in love with the 

different types straight away, and knew 

there was no other love for me. 

One by one my collection of different 

hybrids grew and in the span of few 

years our family garden turned into a 

forest. Some of my siblings were 

bothered and annoyed because they 

could no longer find any bromeliad free 

space. Although jokingly they told me 

they might be throwing some of my 

plants in the garbage, I suddenly 

realised I had far too many plants and 

needed to do something with them  

I started looking for a lot near home 

where I could relocate my plants.  My 

late dad offered my one of the family 

lots located quite a distance from our 

residence. It was a 3,399 sq.m. lot situated in 

deep forest. I fell in love with the area when 

I saw century aged trees, lush Fish Tail Palms 

and Bamboos.  It was a very isolated area 

and hidden by the vast forests surrounding 

it. Initially, I imagined I could be like Tarzan 

with all my plants and bromeliads and 

animals around me and live in a Tree House. 

I commenced developing the property and 

started clearing the center part by cutting 

down all trees and bamboos and only 

retained those located on the sides. Bushes 

and other weeds were removed to make the 

place habitable. To reduce costs of clearing 
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the property I contacted a family friend who has a furniture making business and 

requested him to cut them all down for free and in turn he will get all the wood he 

needs for furniture making. I went about netting the center where I could relocate 

my plants and bromeliads and a small house (typical bamboo house we call "BAHAY 

KUBO") was also erected for my caretaker and his family. The isolated property was 

quite a distance from the town so we built ourselves a small road which could only 

accommodate 3 wheel ride (tricycle) or two wheel vehicle.  

 

 

 

Rainy season is extremely difficult as this road tends to get flooded with water as 

high as knee level. Our area is often hit by strong typhoons and my farm often sees 

damage. My nettings get destroyed, bromeliads turned over and crushed by trees 

falling down causing quite a mess. One year our area was battered by a super 

typhoon which destroyed my BAHAY KUBO and my garden so badly that I needed to 

rebuild again. The new building was a concrete house, to withstand the ferocity of 

the typhoons. I also created a stronger greenhouse changing the structure from using 

bamboo to steel. The property was also fenced using tubular steel with cemented 

base and cyclone wires. Getting all construction materials and getting electricity was 

Neoregelia Amethyst Fire 
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also a big problem. Delivery trucks could not pass the narrow road and work men 

would manually carry supplies from the end of the concreted road walking all the 

way to my farm. I accept though this is just our climate and cycle goes on and on.  I 

have now learned to adapt and are used to these circumstances.  It was in 2013 that I 

started hybridising bromeliads. After some failed attempts and a lot of perseverance 

finally I created some hybrids I was happy with and have gone on to register them. 

 

 

Now amidst COVID 19 pandemic, I find I am able to cope knowing I have my garden 

to focus on. The Stay at Home and Work from Home protocols we have in place here, 

mean I can spend more time with my lovely Bromeliads. 

 Life has never been more colourful than with bromeliads, and I have a slogan I am 

now known for “COLOUR YOUR WORLD WITH BROMELIADS!”  

I have had some hard times, but I followed what my heart wanted. I now smile as I 

remember people telling me, this is all a waste of money. My family is now 

witnessing how my plants provide added income. I have built a reputation amongst 

other bromeliad collectors and they will come to the garden to buy pups and offsets.  

Again I would say to anyone out there... "COLOR YOUR WORLD WITH BROMELIADS". 

Neoregelia Gilda 
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Growing to the Future 

As our September AGM gets closer now is the time to think about helping our society 

by being part of the committee. The Gold Coast society has progressed from its 

humble beginnings at the southern end of the coast in Palm Beach and Elanora and 

has gradually migrated up the coast to our current home at Helensvale, with close to 

190 members. As the society grew it expanded the range of services and fun events 

to members and we are now very fortunate to enjoy the results of the great work 

that was guided by our past committee members. Moving forward the intent is to 

continue to build on the range of services to members as new committees and ideas 

emerge. 

The committee plays an important role in organizing all of the fun activities that 

occur and over the years there have been many great characters involved in 

committees. Older members have very fond memories of the then President Pat Ross 

and his partner Robert Noble, who was the refreshment facilitator. Robert would put 

on amazing afternoon teas of cheese, bikkies and coconut macaroons that were 

always a hit. Another long term member has a memory of a pet snake that was 

bought in to entertain the members.   

Long term members Greg and Narelle have great memories of the social interaction 

on the bus trips and regular field days to member’s gardens. The bus would gain 

weight as the trip progressed with plants lining the aisles. The member’s garden visits 

were just as social with people often carpooling and enjoying a B.Y.O. lunch at the 

member’s garden. 

Some members have written grants for funding from which we obtained excellent 

new equipment, such as our cash registers and barcoding devices. This proved to be a 

great success for the club, making sales far more streamlined. We were the first club 

to obtain this system and other clubs followed our lead when they saw how useful it 

was. Others members have fund raised for the society with plants sales, started way 

back in 1990 at Tree Tops Shopping Centre at Burleigh. This was organised by the 

then president Mary Nicholson with further center’s from North to South being 

added as the popularity increased. Bigger sales days have been organized over the 

years, starting out when the society was based at Carrara, then in conjunction with 

the Orchid Society at Broadbeach Waters, and in more recent times our own 2 day 

sale at Carrara markets.  
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There is also a more serious side to committee duties with tasks such as ensuring our 

finances are transparent and safe, responding to correspondence, and formatting 

membership lists and records. So there are a whole range of tasks to suite the varied 

skills and talents of our members.  

This past year however, due to various reasons we have found ourselves a bit short 

on volunteers and are reaching out for your help.    You may not have previously 

considered being on the committee, maybe thought you couldn’t possibly speak in 

front of all those people, or you do not have the relevant skills for a job. Other folk 

may think that work commitments would impact on their attendance at committee 

meetings. The best committee is made up of a diverse group of people with very 

different skill sets and meetings need not to be at the current time. If you are 

concerned about any issue that may stop you from being part of the committee then 

come and chat to one of the committee members. Everyone has a place on the 

committee and the greatest attribute you could bring is your enthusiasm. 

At times during the ongoing pandemic we have had to change the way the 

committee meets and for some of use this required the development of new skills in 

holding online meetings. Without mentioning anyone’s name, a current committee 

member is known for sitting in their pajamas and sipping hot chocolate while the 

meeting is being conducted. 

In addition to committee members we also need people to help out on the day of the 

meeting to ensure everything goes to plan. Often people arrive at meetings and 

everything is in its place ready to go. But in order for this to happen there has been a 

host of people working together to set everything up. There are plenty of jobs 

available from sales areas/librarian/ even putting out chairs and tables. So, if you 

think that maybe this sounds like something you could consider, then jump in and 

chat to a current committee person. We would love to have you on board. 

 As a new member on committee this year, after watching on for close to 15 years, I 

have to say, it’s great to feel part of a team working with people who have a common 

interest and forming strong bonds to make the best decisions for our society. So be 

part of the fun and join us in adding to the great history of our club by becoming a 

committee member or meeting volunteer. 

Rosie Kelly 

Vice President 
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 July 2021 

 Succulent 

1st Echeveria Blue Giant – Karen Rafter 

2nd Mammillaria karwinskiana ssp. biesellii - Peter Perikow 

3rd Rhipsalis crispata – Peter Wright 

 Bromeliad 

1st Neoregelia Silver – Glenn Wilkinson 

2nd Aechmea Pickaninny – Rob and Rosie Kelly 

3rd Tillandsia Houston – Gilda Trudu 

 August 2021 

 Succulent 

1st Euphorbia Flanagani - Tania Perikow 

2nd Dyckia delicata X – John Williamson 

3rd Mammillaria hahniana – Peter Wright 

 Bromeliad 

1st Tillandsia Houston – Greg Macleod 

2nd Billbergia Tarentella – Barry Kable 

3rd Vriesea hyb – Barry Kable 
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At our July meeting we had a Christmas in July event, 
something our society hasn’t attempted, but from all the 
positive feedback, could easily become an annual event. The 
day before the event though sent us in circles with the 
announcement of border closures, meaning not only several 
key organisers of the day could not attend but we also lost 

our speaker who also resides in NSW. To add to the dilemma our President was unwell 
and unable to attend, but being the great society that we are, we had some generous 
people putting themselves forward to do what they could to help out on the day.  

The Christmas tree was laden with Christmas spirit and 
the room was decorated to reflect the fun afternoon we 
had organized. 
 
Doors opened to the sounds of Christmas songs played on 
an original Gramophone which created a wonderful 
atmosphere. Adrian from Vintage Gramophone hire and 
DJ had created a great 
display bringing in other 
old machines, records 
and oddities, he took the 
time to chat to everyone 
and answering their 
questions. 

Lots of people dressed up with their best reindeer 
antlers, silly hats or Christmassy tee shirts.  
During a generous break, the Coffee Queens mobile 
food van had us all fed and watered.  
After the break Rob Kelly gave a talk on getting good 
results in growing Neoregelia. Even though the 
presentation was quickly put together at the 11th 
hour it proved to be informative, entertaining and 
humorous.  
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Finally we had a fantastic raffle, 
completely free to any financial 
member present on the day. 
Approx. 80 plants were on offer 
of both bromeliads and 
succulents. The bromeliads were 
all sourced from The Olive 
Branch, and we thank Rebekah 
Trevor for providing good quality 
plants and also for generously 
supplying us with several free 
additional plants. The succulents 
were sourced from Peter and Noreen Wright and again we 

thank both Peter and Noreen for providing some lovely little bundles of joy 
I saw lots of happy people there that day, it was wonderful to see old faces and 
reconnect with some of our friends we haven’t seen for a while. It was also uplifting to 
see new members join on the day and that others with recent memberships also came 
along to be a part of the fun. It was just wonderful to be a part of a society giving 
something special to our members, and it feels good to be part of that team. Thanks 
to our committee who worked hard to make the day a great success, thanks to all the 
members who also donated their time and energy on the day and for the numerous 
offers of help  and thanks to our other members for coming along and having a bit of 
fun. We can’t wait for next year 
               

                                                                                                     
                                                                                                    
 


